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DANIEL C. WESTGATE 
(1857 - 1943) 


In the midst of the press of its annual business the Town 
of Plainfield pauses to pay tribute to a man who gave over a 
half century of his long and useful life to the public service 
of his community. Daniel C. Westgate, born June 4, 1857, 
began his long career in the interests of the Town of Plain- 
field in 1888, when he was elected Town Treasurer, an office 
which he subsequently filled in 1889 and 1897. The year fol- 
lowing his first term of office in this capacity, he was elected 
Town Clerk, an office which he held for four terms (1889, 
1890, 1897 and 1898). Mr. Westgate also served ten years 
as Selectman, having been first elected to this office 
in 1891. Other positions of public trust to which he was elect- 
ed by his fellow townsmen include fourteen years as Trustee 
of Trust Funds, three years as member of the School Board, 
and in addition he served as Treasurer of the School District. 
In 1894 he was elected Representative to the General Court, 
where he served for one term. In 1930 he was chosen Delegate 
to the Constitutional Convention. 

The high point of Mr. Westgate’s public career, however, 
is his forty year term of service as Town Moderator, an office 
in which he served continuously from 1898 to 1910, and again 
from 1912 until his retirement in 1940. Mr. Westgate died 
September 14, 1943. 
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A REPORT ON THE TOWN’S RECORDS AND PAPERS 


To the Citizens of Plainfield: 


Your committee for the investigation of the Town’s stored re- 
cord-books and papers transmits to you under cover of this report 
a list of all of the Town’s books and papers to be discovered in the 
three safes of the Town, in the possession of Town officers or in 
boxes and cupboards in the Selectmen’s offices. 


It will be readily seen that the Town’s records after about the 
year 1850 are so divided into separate special volumes for each cate- 
gory of record that no advice or assistance would be required to 
ascertain or locate an item of the contents. 


Previous to 1850 the case is quite otherwise. The various cate- 
sories of records are often so intermingled, and the dates of seem- 
ing activity of the successive books were so much staggered by non- 
contemporary entries of miscellaneous types that it would be difh- 
cult and tedious for anyone unfamiliar with these earlier books to 
readily obtain any certain item, or type, of information. The frail 
condition of the aged paper and the antique orthography enhances 
the awkwardness of their use. 


The duty of your committee, therefor, seems to have expanded 
beyond a mere listing of the Town’s record-books and papers to the 
task of preparing an explanation and elucidation of the contents of 
the earlier ones—which we propose to furnish here below. 


MISCELLANEOUS RECORDS 


The first four successive books of records pertaining to the 
Town are volumes of miscellaneous records. 


In addition to these four Town Records books, (and actually 
begun in 1761 previous to this settlement in New Hampshire) the 
PROPRIETORS’ RECORD BOOK contains the minutes and some 
warrants for Proprietors’ meetings, first in Plainfield, Conn., and 
here after 1766, held collaterally with Town Meetings (except for 
certain years) until 1801. The Proprietors, as a real-estate company, 
were occupied exclusively with surveying and distributing and re- 
cording lots of land, with fixing boundaries, and with encouraging 
settlement by opening the first roads and assuring that there would 
be sawmills and gristmills. Early deeds are herein recorded and also 
a Proprietors’ Clerk’s copy of the Town Charter. 


The first Town record-book, containing the earliest warrants 
and minutes of Town Meetings, is interspersed with these other en- 
tries:-—Returns of roads, accepted (at first, as surveyed and accept- 
ed by the Proprietors, from the Proprietors) to be maintained by 
the Town; notices of perambulation of the then disputed boundary 
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lines of Plainfield; and the earliest vital statistics, mostly in a spe- 
cial section pp. 52-57 and later odd pages. There are no liquor li- 


censes in this arliest volume labelled MISCELLANEOUS RECORDS 
I. The last contemporary record is of the year 1789. 


This first small card-covered record-book was superseded by a 
“new large leather-bound volume, a gift of the Town Clerk, in 
1790. This began like the previous one, to be a book of miscellane- 
ous records. The warrants and minutes of Town Meetings are inter- 
rupted in their order by contemporary (or recent) certificates of 
marriage and liquor licenses. Both of these seem from this time on 
to be fairly continuously and systematically entered. Road surveys 
were also recorded i in this book, the previous volume having general- 
ly had “returns” only with references to the surveys in the Town 
Clerk’s office. Births are, as in the first book, written in as family- 
lists, only occasionally, and usually the family of the Town Clerk 
or his kin. This fact should satisfy the seeker that the Town Clerks 
knew that these births had not been elsewhere recorded, and that it 
was not their duty to record all births, in some other volume now 
missing. There is a single stray-animal record. The last miscellane- 
ous entry in this volume (other than warrants and minutes for Town 
Meetings) is of 1798. From that date to 1841 this book records ex- 
clusively (except for one odd entry) the warrants and minutes. It 
is the first instance of a division of the Town’s records into separate 
volumes for various categories. (The first of the list of Town Inven- 
tory books also begins at this date). Because the first section of this 
book takes its place in the order of miscellaneous record-books it is 


labelled MISCELLANIOUS RECORDS IT 1790-1841. 


The miscellaneous records (now minus the warrants and min- 
utes of Town Meetings) are picked up by a small cardboard-covered 
book labelled MISCELLANIOUS RECORDS III 1789-1833. It begins 
with recent and contemporary marriages and liquor licenses entered 
in 1789 (some of which of same date were entered in the previous 
volume). These are carried along very regularly until 1833. Some 
road surveys are included, the bulk on p. 114 and after, although of 
earlier dates. With these are some birth lists, usually entered by a 
Town Clerk, as he came in office, of his own family or kin. “Back- 
Marriages” and “back-births’” (ie. very much previous to the date 
of entry) give the impression of the book’s having been active pre- 
vious to its actual use. (Sometimes births and marriages were writ- 
ten in long after a book had been officially closed). After 1807 
sheep & cattle marks and a few notices of stray animals began to be 
recorded here but it is confusing to find that similar entries (ie, 
sheep-marks and strays) for years 1794 to 1809 had been set down 
in the last few “spare” pages of Vol. I. Matters pertaining to schools 
after 1808 and the appointments of Superintending School Commit- 
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tees after 1828 are the first evidence outside of Town Meeting 
records, of the activities in that field (separate books, listed, of 
SCHOOL DISTRICT ACCOUNTS began in 1824). This book closed 
in 1833 but has a few straggling later entries. 


This third book is superseded by another, MISCELLANEOUS 
RECORDS IV, which was started with a group of Road Surveys of 
1828 and hence is misleadingly endorsed on the back with that title. 
Actually this tall book with speckled card covers was used for a few 
odd records from 1828, and after 1833 it carried along all miscel- 
laneous records after the last book closed. A new type of entry be- 
gins now (1833) with the oaths of the assessors and later the Con- 
stables’ (Collector’) oaths. After 1844 are oaths for some other 
Town officers. Appointments of Town officers (other than Sup. 
School Committees) had never been recorded because their elections 
were noted in the minutes of Town Meetings. But after 1844 the ap- 
pointments of some other officers, as Road Surveyors, were recorded 
here. Road surveys alone ceased about 1830 and Road Petitions, 
with Surveys appended were set down from 1836 on, until this book 


closed in 1854. 


To recapitulate, the miscellaneous records of the Town, kept 
in four successive volumes between 1766 and 1854 began by being 
devoted primarily to warrants and minutes and to roads and per- 
ambulations of boundaries. Before 1790 there seemed no intention 
of keeping vital statistics recorded. Any birth lists and marriages 
(and the few deaths) seem to depend on the fancy of the Town 
Clerks. After 1790 marriages were kept but births only in odd lists. 
(In all of the four volumes of miscellaneous records there are only 
five deaths. This points to the advisability of the Town’s obtaining 
a list of all gravestones in the several cemeteries of Plainfield). Mis- 
cellaneous records became increasingly numerous and intricate and 
after 1798 were kept separately from warrants & minutes. 


MISCELLANEOUS PAPERS 


The information in the books of bound-up papers, and in the 
SCRAP-BOOK and the FOLIO, often duplicates the information 
copied into the Town Clerks’ books. For instance, a binder with in- 
serted marriage certificate slips (mostly 1819 to 1846) accounts for 
some marriages but not all recorded for those dates. It has several 
marriages not recorded. There are interspersed also some Notices 
of Intention of Marriage as early as 1822. But for 1850 to ’52 these 
seem complete, and are continued by the listed volumes appropriat- 
ed to their use. 


Two other books of bound-up papers labelled MISCELLANE- 
OUS PAPERS II (1802-1833) and HI (1834-1850) are odd lots of 
papers apparently saved and filed by Town Clerks and later flat- 
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tened out and bound. The first book contains not only many papers 
from which the Town Clerks’ records had been copied, but, much 
more important, papers that are not elsewhere recorded. Among this 
latter interesting group are certain papers relating to the Town’s 
finances; and certain papers dealing with school matters; and a 
number of papers in connection with military affairs; and also a few 
papers in regard to paupers. There are also several check-lists pre- 
vious to the bound lists. 

The second book, a sequel to this and dated 1834 to 1850, has 
much the same sort of subject-matter. However, the bulk of this lat- 
ter book is composed of the posted copies, often in duplicate, of 
warrants for Town Meetings—and for Juryman-drawings and spe- 
cial elections. This class of paper was always recorded, but these are 
important because we have no records of Town Meetings for the 
years 1842 to 1852. All of the warrants for those years are not 
herein, however. 


A third book of miscellaneous papers, the Scrap Book, cover- 
ing a long period from 1831 to 1908 has papers for three depart- 
ments of the Town’s affairs, Schools, Military, and Financial, set 
apart into separate groups where they may be more conveniently 
studied. This SCRAP BOOK also contains several warrants, minutes 
of two meetings and petitions for Town Meetings not elsewhere re- 
corded or bound-up. (Dated 1843 to 1852.) Another group of mis- 
cellaneous papers, also set apart in groups in special folders is the 
FOLIO 1833-1932 which contains papers for still different depart- 
ments of the Town’s business:—Paupers & Town Farm, Roads, 
Town-houses, Liquor & Cemeteries. These two last collections of 
Town-papers carry out, in a different form, the plan of preserving 
Town papers (as started in the bound books.) All of these papers 
add greatly to the richness of the information derivable from the 
minutes of Town Meetings and from the actual records. It requires 
minutes, records, and papers to make up the most complete possible 
re-creation of any problem or period. 

If it will not seem too great a stretching of your committee’s 
duty to you in this report, it seems best, before closing the listing 
and description of the above-mentioned early books of Town-records 
and papers, to present briefly the main facts, (that may be obtained by 
combining items from different sources), as to the conduct of differ- 
ent departments of the Town’s interests during (about) the first 
hundred years. These outlines would greatly assist research in your 
records. | 

A person interested in all or any part of the military history 
of the Town should discover information about as follows. 
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MILITARY RECORDS 


The earliest paper of the Town records concerning the Revolu- 
tion is a letter from the Committe of Correspondence at Portsmouth 
dated June 24, 1774. This letter asked to have all adult persons of 
both sexes of Plainfield subscribe to a covenant protesting the Brit- 
ish occupation of Boston. This letter is bound with many other 
printed papers, mostly requirements and regulations, relating to 
the Revolution in “LAW, CONVENTIONS ‘& PRECEPTS 1770- 
1792”. The warrants and minutes of Town Meetings just. previous, 
during and for some time after the Revolution give information of 
the active part Plainfield took, from the first doling out of powder, 
lead and flints to “any man that had a gun” through the Royalton 
alarm to the abatement, much later, of the Poll Tax for veterans of 
the “recent” war. There is but one mention of the war of 1812 in the 
records. 

Another aspect of military affairs was the State Militia, (estab- 
lished by a State Law of 1792 or earlier and abolished 1850). They 
are mentioned in Town Meeting Records after 1800. Two books of 
the records of the 15th Regiment, oth Brigade, 3rd division, of N.H. 
Militia are kept with the Town’s records. These books given invalu- 
able information of the Musters, where the * ‘Parades” were held. 
and the officers and listed property of the company. Many papers 

concerning this military company are included in the various books 

of misc. papers. Various documents of the Civil-War period are pre- 
served with the Town papers. The Town-Meeting records of the | 
period are sources of information also, of course. The Enrollment 
of the Town of Plainfield, August 20, 1862 contains a list of able- 
bodied men in Town and those then serving in the war. The Scrap- 
Book has one section of Civil-War papers. The annual Town Re- 
ports of the period contain much information concerning the War 
of the Rebellion and the expenses to the Town that it involved. 


NEW HAMPSHIRE GRANTS CONTROVERSY 

The book of bound printed leaflets called LAW, CONVEN- 
TIONS AND PRECEPTS 1770-1792 which was mentioned above in 
connection with its interesting broadsheets issued by the State and 
Continental Congress in relation to the Revolutionary War has 
other papers which also link the affairs of the Town with State or 
National affairs. There are two pre-Revolutionary tax notices from 
His Majesty’s Treasurer. However. the interesting bulk of the later 
papers in the book deals in great detail with the efforts made to com- 
bine these New Hampshire Grants east of the Connecticut River with 
those west of the river into one State. Plainfield took an active part 
in the New Hampshire vs. Vermont controversy and after joining 
Vermont in 176] sent representatives to the Vermont state legisla- 
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ture at Windsor. These papers combine with entries on the matter 
in the minutes of Town Meetings of about 1777 to 1783 to give con- 
siderable data on the subject. Such records are headed “Plainfield, 
Vermont’, “Plainfield on the Grants,” etc. 


Any one who wished to inquire into the beginning and develop- 
ment of school systems here, should be able to located more details 
by being guided by the general sketch here given. 


DISTRICT SCHOOLS 


The first discussion of school-houses in Plainfield records is in 
the warrant for Town Meeting of April, 1771. But in the TOWN 
CHARTER, and in meetings on and after 1769, the allocation of 
lands to assist schools, the sale or rental of these lands, and the dis- 
posal of the money derived therefrom appeared a few times. In 1787 
the first definite action to. district the Town for schooling was re- 
corded, and the next year the first school-money to be “raised” was 
voted. In 1797 and 1821 the districts were altered and in the year 
1831 the Town was divided anew into 12 school Districts. Each dis- 
trict held meetings, chose officers, and raised money to support the 
school therein, as is verified in SCHOOL DISTRICT ACCOUNTS 
from 1824 and on. Numerous letters, papers and accounts of these 
schools are to be found in the books of MISCELLANEOUS PAPERS 
1834-1850 and 1831-1908. In 1856 part of Grantham was annexed 
to Plainfield, increasing the number of school-districts to sixteen. 
That number of schools were maintained in Town until the aboli- 
tion of the “District School“ system in 1886. 


A few of the reports of the Superintending School Committees 
made, before the first printed report was issued by them in 1848, 
are bound in the books of miscellaneous papers. In 1849 the 
SCHOOL COMMITTEE’S REPORT was printed with the AUDIT- 
OR’S REPORT. The next two years (1850-1851) it was printed 
separately. From 1857 to 1886 they were included with the annual 
TOWN REPORTS. 


With the problems of “relief” on a world-wide scale assuming 
such great importance at present, there is considerable interest in 
discovering to what extent relief-work has figured here in the past 
records of the Town. 


PAUPERS AND THE TOWN FARMS 


The relief of paupers does not appear as a very early or very 
heavy problem during about the first fifty years of the Town’s exist- 
ence. Depending upon the warrants and minutes of Town Meetings 
for any early mention of the unfortunates, one will discover that 
only very few single cases are discussed in Town meeting, after 
1778 and until about 1820, when the problem as a whole began to 
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appear insistently in the warrants. The articles usually had to do 
with the “method” for supporting the poor. Papers in the bound 
books and in the special PAUPER FOLDER of the FOLIO give 
evidence that various methods were then in use. Indentures for 
children show that they could be found out to earn their board, 
clothing, and education. A notice of a pauper-auction (1832) and 
papers of listed bidders’ prices and terms show that the “keep” of 
certain paupers was auctioned out to the lowest bidder. “Home-relief”, 
in supplies or cash, was given for full or partial keep, as well as 
medical assistance. These measures seeming inadequate or costly, 
the Town in 1833 (accepting the advice of a special committee) 
embarked on the Town-Farm method, first (1833-1836) renting and 
in 1839 purchasing the Samuel Johnson Farm. In the TOWN FARM 
FOLDER (in the FOLIO), inventories and accounts cover this 
period between 1842 and 1852. The burning of the Poor House 
in March, 1856 forced the removal to the Jacob Smith farm, adja- 
cent, which was added by purchase in 1857 and improved. The lat- 
ter place was sold to James W. Jordan in 1868. The listed book 
JOURNAL OF THE TOWN FARM gives inventories and accounts 
for 1857 to 1867, when the plan was dropped because the County 
farm had opened at Unity. Deeds to the two adjacent farms, and to 
one other small adjacent piece, are in the TOWN FARM FOLDER. 
Indentures, doctors bills, contracts, store bills, and chits in the 
PAUPER FOLDER, and Selectmen’s orders in the Town Reports 
show that indentures of children and also some home relief in 
money, supplies and medical care continued to be given during the 
Town Farm’s existence. Other papers on this subject in books and 
folder are the correspondence with other Towns, and writs for re- 
covering funds spent on “foreign” paupers, affidavits of need and 
records of special institutional cases, etc. 


An Overseer of the Poor was chosen in 1821, but not again 
until 1835, and not regularly, after that. Early cases had been dele- 
gated to the Selectmen or special agents to represent the Town’s 
authority. , 


LIQUOR 


Only one complaint to the Selectmen of “habitual drunkenness” 
is preserved, but tavern-licenses and various other categories of 
liquor licenses for dispensing wines, spirits, etc. at stores and homes, 
were systematically on record between 1790 and 1853. . In the 
LIQUOR FOLDER is a State printed sheet of 1859 invoking the 
“temperance” Law of 1855 providing for the control of liquor sales 
by Agents, and stipulating the regulations. Liquor licenses were not 
granted after that law was in effect, except the State License to the 
Town, for its Agent. 
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ROADS 


Roads and bridges were the earliest concern and expense of the 
Proprietors of the Township. The warrants and minutes, road- 
surveys, “road-returns’, petitions for roads, warnings for viewing 
roads, awardings of damages to owners of land, complaints of acci- 
dents caused to persons, vehicles or beasts becaue of “insufficiency” 
of roads and bridges—all of these records written or papers pre- 
served remind the researcher of the fact that road-laying and road- 
maintainance have never ceased to be a major part of the Town’s 
trouble and expense. 


The earliest roads, surveyed about 1764 and after, were the 
many-times-altered-river-road and the East & West and North & 
South roads through the center of Town. To these were added cross 
roads or convenient short lengths of road and the several-times- 
altered “old” and “new” County roads. Surveys were not set down 
before 1790 but some of the oldest roads were recorded (from older 
papers?) in 1794. The “returns” between 1768 and 1790 however 
indicate the lay of the roads. The “petitions” in the bound papers 
and in the ROADS FOLDER as early as 1833 and as late as 1932 
indicate the trend of the road desired without (usually) an actual 
survey, and also without any notation as to whether the road was so 
laid. But surveys are appended to Petitions in the record book. Of 
course the Town Meeting records reflect the road-activities, especially 
in the 1830's. 

Road-officers, earliest called “Surveyors of Highways” were 
elected in numbers as large as 14 before 1800, then 7 for a while, 
but there were 26 districts (and 26 surveyors?) in 1862. In the 
earliest records of road-accidents (1802-1803) the surveyors were 
required to bear part of the cost of satisfying the claim against the 
Town. The ROADS FOLDER has such complaints from 1841 to 
1904. 

TOWN HOUSES 


The TOWN HALL FOLDER of the FOLIO has in it the bro- 
chures of specifications for the two Town Halls now standing in 
Plainfield Plain and in Meriden—-also a few related papers. Town 
Meeting minutes show that in April 1780, and at later dates, 1804, 
1811, 1812 and from 1841 to 1846 there were discussions in Town 
meeting concerning building a Town House for Town meetings. 
However, Town meetings were held in inns and private homes until 
nearly 1800. Then for 12 years in the West Meetinghouse on the 
hill, and after that at the two then “new” Meeting-houses (religeous) 
of the East and West Parishes, alternately. Toward 1846 as the two 
old Meeting-houses became obsolete the problem was finally faced 
by building the present Plain Town Hall, using parts of the West 
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Parish “Old meeting house near Asa Kingsbury’s” (as the purchase- 
paper in the Folder (from the Proprietors) and also the specifica- 
tions show. At the same date the Town purchased and furnished the 
Town Hall room beneath the renovated Meriden Meeting-house, 
which served until the fire of 1894, when the present Meriden Town 
Hall was built in 1895 and ’96. One Auditor’s report on Selectmens’ 
accounts of 1846, and also a little booklet of contracts for 1846, give 
detail about finishing the Plain building. Locating the site of a 
Town House required special meetings as well as Warrant Articles 
in regular meetings between 1841 and 1840. 


TOWN REPORTS 


In the early days no reports of the Town Officers are to be 
found in the Town records. Occasionally committees were elected 
to settle with the Selectmen but they did not make any formal re- 
port to the Town. 


In the record of the March meeting of 1824 a committee ap- 
pointed to settle with the Selectmen reported that “the integrity and 
fidelity of the selectmen” of four previous years was good, but that 
no regular system of accounting was used. After 1824 many accounts 
of Town officers, and reports made by them are preserved in the 
miscellaneous papers. Beginning about 1830 auditors’ reports are 
to be found. These were the fore-runners of the printed reports of 
today. The oldest printed report your committee knows of, and 
which is in the Town’s safe, is for the fiscal year ending March 
1849. The Town has a nearly complete file of annual reports from 


this one of 1849 to 1943. 


The reports are an invaluable source of information concerning 
the business and financial transactions of the Town. But beyond that, 
they fill in details of information about any single field of activity, 
such as has been dealt with in the preceding sketches. A very good 
example of this is the excellent description of the new buildings on 
the Town Farm, as it appears in the TOWN REPORT for March 
1858. A collection of TOWN REPORTS is actually, a condensed 
history of the Town. 


Vital statistics were included in the annual report beginning 
with the one issued in 1888. 


VITAL STATISTICS 


A person interested in finding some record of marriage, birth 
or death before 1887, would have to apply to the Town Clerk, to 
locate the record in his books. The books of births, marriages and 
deaths, as listed from 1850 on, are the only source of this informa- 
tion and are probably more or less complete, except that there are 
no births recorded between 1864 and 1871. There are loose supple- 
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mentary death lists for years between 1846 and 1875, which have 
the appearance of being of Meriden parish. There are several “sup- 
plementary’ birth lists also. 

However, the Town Clerk is also called upon to supply vital 
statistics previous to these record books of 1850. The Clerk, or the 
applicant, must then fall back upon the complicated books of mis- 
cellaneous records. Should the seeker be interested in the earliest 
years it is very unlikely that the 4 deaths enterd in Vol. I will in- 
terest him, (and there is only 1 other at all). In the matter of births 
it is almost necessary to be descended from one of the Town’s early 
Clerks in order to find an ancestral birth-entry before 1850. How- 
ever, the case of marriages on record is much more cheerful. Previ- 
ous to 1790 there are very few contemporary marriages, but those 
earliest lists (Vol. I) are supplemented because very early marri- 
ages were sometimes written into later books,—sometimes the mar- 
riage of parents at the head of birth-lists. [t is probable that most 
marriages were recorded after 1790 although they must be sought 
in unexpected spots, at times, where they were “written in”. Even 
with the guidance offered by this report, such a search for records 
in these ancient books should not be necessary. The Town should 
have these early vital statistics‘copied out and placed on file, along 
with the gravestone records as previously advised. The marriage 
intentions, altho they have not the credit of a marriage record, are 
often an indication where a record is lacking. 


HISTORICAL INTEREST OF THESE RECORDS 


The Town’s records are the richest sources for reconstructing 
the Town’s history. To browse through the warrants and minutes of 
Town Meetings for over 175 years past is to live again the successive 
problems that came up in the lifetime of the Town, and to realize 
that they had all been coped with. 

The homely local picture of the Town’s efforts during the Rev- 
olutionary War or any other critical period, are reflections of the 
larger effort of the Nation. History is more convincingly written in 
these records than in text-books. Here—Vol. I, p. 75—is where your 
fore-fathers at a Town Meeting in January 1778 “Voted and except- 
ed of the Articles of Confederation.” 

The lists of Town Officers forever commemorate the early Town 
Fathers and many later leading and helpful characters of the Town. 

The vital statistics, with check-lists, inventories, school-district 
_ lists, etc. form a roster of past-residents who lived and labored here, 
and left descendants to carry on or to go far afield, carrying Plain- 
field blood across the nation. These folk are gone but not forgotten 
in the records. 
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The changing locations of roads and of meeting-places, of 
schools and of stores, and of the old taverns tell the story of the 
shifting centers of importance within the Town’s area. 


The lists of household goods in early chattel-mortgages, with 
store-bills, lists of musterday paraphernalia and “such like” restore 
many missing details of old-time tools and furnishings, as time 
passed. 


But perhaps most exciting, to modern people, would be the 
earliest picture of the men who came with surveying instruments and 
divided this 36 square miles of wilderness up into farmsteads ac- 
cessable by roads or trails, and set mills on every power-site. 


It is hard to believe that any citizen of the Town whose atten- 
tion had once been drawn seriously to these important records, 
would not be stirred and interested in a more personal way than 
any outside historian, to whom these records must seem as fine and 
complete a collection, for the period involved, as is to be found 
anywhere. 

It is to be hoped that any Citizen whose interest has been 
awakened, will assist in discovering or replacing those Town records 
or Town Reports that are listed as missing—perhaps lying forgot- 


ten in who knows—whose attic-—-and make a gift of them to the 
Town. 


RECORDS OF THE TOWN OF PLAINFIELD 

Town Charter, August 14, 1761 
Proprietors Record Book 1761-1801 
Map of Plainfield (lots laid out by Proprietors) 
Miscellaneous Record Books i 

Miscellaneous Records 1766-1789 

Miscellaneous Records 1790-1841] 

Miscellaneous Records 1798-1843 

Miscellaneous Records 1828-1854 

Miscellaneous Records 1855-1886 (missing) 

Miscellaneous Records 1887-1930 

Miscellaneous Records 1931-1943 (with Conditional Sales) 
Town Meeting Record Books 

Warrants and Minutes 1853-1896 

Warrants and Minutes 1897-1943 (active) 

(Note. Warrants and Minutes of Town Meetings 1766-1841 in 
first two books of Miscellaneous Records.) 

Miscellaneous Papers (Original documents and papers made into 

books). 

Law, Conventions and Precepts 1770-1792 

Miscellaneous Papers 1802-1835 
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Miscellaneous Papers 1834-1850 
Miscellaneous Papers 1831-1908 (Scrap-Book) 
Miscellaneous Papers 1833-1932 (Folio) 
Vital Statistics & Related Record Books 
Marriages 1787-1846 (certificate bound with intentions 1850- 
1852) 


Marriage 
Marriage 
Marriage 
Marriage 


Intentions 
Intentions 
Intentions 
Intentions 


1854-1877 


1878-1886 (missing) 


1887-1915 
1915-1937 


Record 
Record 
Record 


of Births, 
of Births, 


Marriages & Deaths 1850-1876 
Marriages & Deaths 1877-1892 
of Births, Marriages & Deaths 1892-1914 
Record of Births, Marriages & Deaths 1913-1929 
Record of Births,’ Marriages & Deaths 1928-1937 
Vital Statistics File: Births, Marriage Intentions, Marriages, and 
deaths 1938-1943 (active) | 
Laboratory Blood Tests 1938-1943 (active) 
Burial Permits 1941-1943 (active) 
Robert Penniman’s Notes of Plainfield Families 
Invoice Books 
Inventory of Town 


1798-1810 


Inventory 
Inventory 
Inventory 
Inventory 
Inventory 
Inventory 
Inventory 
Inventory 
Inventory 
Inventory 
Inventory 
Inventory 


of Town 
of Town 
of Town 
of Town 
of Town 
of Town 
of Town 
of Town 
of Town 
of Town 
of Town 
of Town 


1811-1823 (missing) 
1824, 1825, (1826 missing), 1827, 1828 


1829-1839 
1840-1849 
1849-1862 
1863-1871 
1872-1879 
1880-1899 
1900-191] 
1912-1926 
1927-1935 


(Invoice Books in duplicate 
beginning 1863) 


1936-1943 (active) 


Writs 1815-1845 (originals bound into book form). 
Writs of recent years, on file in Clerk’s Office. 
District School Record Books 

District Accounts 1824-1833 

District Accounts 1835-1843 

District Accounts 1845-1861 

District Accounts 1862-1874 

District Accounts 1875-1886 (missing) 
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Check List Book (Bound Lists) 
Lists of following years included: 1826, 1827, 1828, 1830, 1831, 
1832, 1833, 1834, 1835, 1843, 1844, 1845, 1847, 1848, 1849. 


Roll of Check Lists of recent years. 
Treasurers Cash Books 


Receipts 
Receipts 
Receipts 


Receipts 


and Payments 
and Payments 
and Payments 
and Payments 


Chattel Mortgage Record Books 


Chattel 
Chattel 
Chattel 
Chattel 
Chattel 
Chattel 
Chattel 
Chattel 
Chattel 
Chattel 
Chattel 


Mortgages 
Mortgages 
Mortgages 
Mortgages 
Mortgages 
Mortgages 
Mortgages 
Mortgages 
Mortgages 
Mortgages 
Mortgages 


1834-1841 
1841-1846 
1846-1860 
1860-1877 
1874-1882 
1883-1888 
1889-1899 
1899-1907 
1907-1916 
1916-1933 
1933-1943 


1830-186] 

1861-1915 

1916-1936 (missing) 
1937-1944 (active) 


(missing ) 


(active ) 


Lease Land Record Book 1856-1943 (active) 
Notes & Bonds 
Notes from Individuals 1841-1862 


Town Bonds 1870-1894. 

Town Notes 1856-1866 

Town Notes 1865-1874 

Town Notes 1675-1924 (missing ) 

Town Notes 1925-1943 (active) 
Records of Military Affairs 


Company Orderly Book 1844-1849 (Militia and Musters.) 
Company Roll Book 1845-1851 (Militia) 
Indigent Families of Soldiers 1861-1862 
Enrollment of Town August 20, 1862 
Enrollment of Tewn 1870-1893 

Town Farm Record Books 
Articles Purchased for Farm & Paupers 1839-1847 
Journal of Town Farm 1857-1867 

Appointments of Town Officers 
Appointments 1880-1887 
Appointments 1890-1916 
Appointments 1916-1943 (active) 
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Trust Fund Record Book 1890-1943 (active) 

Sextons Record Book (active, Plainfield Cemetery with lots by rows 
and numbers and families assigned to each.) 

Record of Fires 1890-1943 (active) 

Conditional Sales Record Books 

Conditional Sales 1890-1921 

Conditional Sales 1921-1928 

Conditional Sales 1928-1932 

Conditional Sales 1932-1936 

Conditional Sales 1936-1939 

Conditional Sales 1939-1943 (active) 

Tax Records 

Abatements Record Book 1871-1939 

Collectors Warrant Books: Property, Poll & Dog Taxes 1870. 

Poll Taxes 1918, 1919, 1920, 1928, 1930, 1931, 1933, 1934, 1935, 
1936, 1937, 1938, 1939, 1940. 

Property Taxes 1918, 1919, 1928, 1930, 1931, 1933, 1934, 1936, 
1937, 1938, 1939, 1940, 1941. 

Active Tax Books: Poll Taxes 1941, 1942, 1943. Property Taxes 
1942, 1943. Uncollected Taxes and Tax Sales 1934-1939 (in- 
cluding abatements beginning levy of 1940.) 

Record of Tax Sales 1940-1943. (active) 

Annual Reports (Printed) 

Town Reports 1849 

Town Reports 1850-1856 (missing) 

Town Reports 1857-1943 

School Reports 1848, 1850, 1851. (In Town Report 1849, 1857- 
1943) 

Printed Leaflet April 1852: (the report of the Committee appoint- 
ed in 1829 to district the Town anew for schools as accepted 
March 1831. 

Town Clerks Receipts & Payments 1928-1944 (active) 

Selectmen’s Financial Record Book (active) 

Deeds to property of Town, Insurance Policies and Bonds of Town 
officers are kept by the Town Clerk. 

Note: Records marked (active) are books in which more entries 

will be made by the Town Officers. 
Records marked (missing) are books which this Commit- 
tee have not located. 

This committee in behalf of the Town extend their thanks to 
Mrs. Robert Penniman for presenting her late husband’s notes to 
the Town. 

January 31, 1944 
Respectfully Submitted, VERNON A. HOOD, 
CLARE S. BOYD, 
Committee on Town Records 
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TOWN WARRANT 
March 1944 


STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE 


To the Inhabitants of the town of Plainfield in the 
County of Sullivan in said State, qualified to vote in Town 
Affairs: 


You are hereby notified to meet at the Town Hall, 
Meriden, in said Plainfield on Tuesday, the fourteenth 
day of March, next, at ten of the clock in the forenoon, to 
act upon the following subjects: 


Article 1. To choose a Town Clerk, one Selectman 
for three years, Treasurer, Tax Collector, one or more 
Highway Agents, one Trustee of Trust Funds for three 
years, two Library Trustees for three years and all other 
necessary Town Officers for the ensuing year. 


Article 2. To see what sum of money the Town will 
vote to raise to pay outstanding notes and interest. 


Article 3. To see what sum of money the Town will 
vote to raise to pay all other necessary town expenses 
for the ensuing year. 


Article 4. To see what sum of money the Town will 
vote to raise for the support of the town poor. 


Article 5. To see if the Town will vote to raise the 
amount of money required by law to secure State Aid on 
Class 5 highways plus any additional amounts neces- 
sary. 


Article 6. To see if the Town will vote to accept 
Town Road Aid and raise the sum of $.44 for said pur- 
pose and the State will contribute the sum of $1,705.69. 


Article 7. To see what sum of money, if:any, the 
Town will vote to raise to assist citizens of Plainfield for 
a ward bed as needed in the Mary Hitchcock Hospital, 
Claremont Hospital, or both, also to appoint a committee 
to make resolutions regarding the same. 
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Article 8. To see if the Town will vote to raise the 
sum of $100.00 for the use of the Health department. 


Article 9. To see if the Town will vote to raise and 
appropriate a sum equal to not more than one one-hun- 
dreth of one per cent (1/100 of 1%) of the assessed val- 
uation based on the assessment of 1943 for the purpose of 
advertising the attractions and resources of the town in 
connection with other towns in the Dartmouth-Lake Sun- 
apee Region. 


Article 10. To see what sum of money the Town 
will vote to raise for Memorial Day. 


Article 11. To see what sum of money, if any, the 
Town will vote to raise for snow removal. 


Article 12. To see if the Town will vote to raise 
and appropriate the sum of $400.00 to assist in the con- 
trol of White Pine Blister Rust. 


Article 13. To see if the Town will vote to raise and 
appropriate the sum of $1240.50 the same to be set aside 
for future State Aid Road construction when State 
moneys become available. 


Article 14. To see what sum of money the Town 
will vote to raise and appropriate for the purchase of a 
truck. 


Article 15. To see if the Town will vote to reopen 
the road from Edward C. Howe’s house to the Cornish 
Town Line near Perry Burr’s. (By Request). 


Article 16. To see if the Town will vote to adopt 
the Australian Ballot for the election of Town Officers. 
(By Request). 


Article 17. To see if the Town will vote to adopt 
the Non-Partisan Ballot System for the election of Town 
Officials as provided in the revised laws of New Hamp- 
shire. (By Request). 
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Article 18. To see if the Town will vote to discon- 
tinue those sections of Routes 12A and 120 not now in 
use because of the relocation of portions of said High- 
ways. 


Article 19. ‘“‘To see if the Town will vote to petition 
the state tax commission to have an audit made by the 
division of municipal accounting and to make an appro- 
priation to cover the expense of such an audit.” 


Article 20. To see if the Town will vote to instruct 
the Selectmen to borrow money in anticipation of taxes 
to be paid on or before one year; pursuant to the laws of 
1917. 


Article 21. To see if the Town will vote to allow a 
discount of 2% on all 1944 property taxes, paid on or 
before July 10th. - 


Article 22. To see what action the Town will take 
in regard to the reports of Town Officers. 


Article 23. To transact any other business that may 
legally and properly come before said meeting. 


Earle W. Colby, 

John W. Whitney, 

Herman D. Rogers, 
Selectmen of Plainfield. 


A true copy of Warrant—Attest: 
Earle W. Colby, 
John W. Whitney, 
Herman D. Rogers, 
Selectmen of Plainfield. 
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BUDGET OF THE TOWN OF 
Estimates of Revenue and Expenditures of the Ensuing Year 
Revenue and Expenditures of the Previous 


Actual Estimated 


Revenue Revenue 
Previous Ensuing 
Year 19438 Year 1944 Increase Decrease 
Sources of Revenue 
From State: ‘ 

Interest and Dividends 

Tax $ 4,388.86 $ 4,000.00 $ 388.86 
Railroad Tax 29.04 29.04 
Savings Bank Tax 322.64 300.00 22.64 
For Fighting Forest Fires 12.03 12.03 
Bounties 13.40 58.20 44.80 
Road Toll Refunds 7.80 7.80 
Class Five Highway 1,786.20 1,674.20 -112.00 

From Local Sources 

Except Taxes: 
Business Licenses and 

Permits 50 50 
Filing Fees 10.00 10.00 
Rent of Town Hall and 

Other Buildings 10.00 10.00 
Interest Received on Taxes . 

and Deposits 123.52 100.00 23.52 
Lease Land Rent 45.55 50.00 4,45 
Space in Town Report 2.00 2.00 
Inters Burnap Fund 55.00 55.00 
Sale of Burial Lot 5.00 5.00 
Refunds 413.03 250.00 163.03 
Dog Licenses 355.00 355.00 
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PLAINFIELD, NEW HAMPSHIRE 
February 1, 1944 to December 31, 1944 Compared with Actual 
Year February 1, 1943 to January 31, 1944 


Actual Estimated 
Expenditures Expenditures 
Previous Ensuing 
Year 1943 Year 1944 Tnerease Decrease 
Current Maintenance Expenses: 
General Government: 
Town Officers’ Salaries $ 916.18 $ 1,200.00 $ 283.87 


Town Officers’ Expenses 495.01 500.00 4,99 
Election and Registration 

Expenses 68.70 300.00 231.30 
Expenses Town Hall and 

Other Town Bldgs. 217.12 200.00 17.12 
Bounties 58.20 58.20 
Police Department 17.40 50.00 32.60 
Fire Department 28.55 250.00 221.45 
Civilian Defense 12.94 5.00 7.94 

Health: 
Damage by Dogs 80.47 100.00 19.53 
Health Department, includ- 
ing hospitals 364.41 300.00 64.41 

Vital Statistics 17.00 17.00 
Sewer Maintenance and 

dump 50.00 50.00 


Highways and Bridges: 
Victory and Witholding 


Tax sebieet 
Town Maintenance 3,960.58§ 4,100.00 77.28 
Street Lighting 92.99 100.00 7.01 
General Expenses of High- 
way Department 1,163.90 1,000.00 163.90 
Town Road Aid 425.99 426.43 44 
Snow Removal 2,481.86 2,000.00 481.86 
Tractor and Plow 704.24 700.00 4,24 
Libraries: 
Libraries 182.60 200.00 17.40 
Public Welfare: 
Town Poor 968.20 600.00 368.20 
Old Age Assistance 689.74 900.00 210.26 
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BUDGET OF THE TOWN OF 
Estimates of Revenue and Expenditures of the Ensuing Year 
Revenue and Expenditures of the Previouk 


Actual Estimated 


Revenue Revenue 
Previous Ensuing 
Year 1943 Year 1944 Inerease Decrease 
Motor Vehicle Permit 
824.82 700.00 124.82 


Fees 
Sale of Town Property 
acquired. by Tax Deeds 
Raymond Talbert . 
Prop.) e0a x 7140.21 740.21 


Amount Raised by Issue 
of Bonds or Notes: 

Temporary notes 12,000.00 10,000.00 2,000.00 
Cash on Hand (Surplus) 2,258.43 1,882.95 375.48 
From Local Taxes Other 

Than Property Taxes: 


(a) Poll Taxes 850.00 2,500.00 1,650.00 
(b) National Bank Stock 
Taxes 53.00 53.00 


Tax Sales Redeemed 
Property and Polls, pre- 


vious years 80.00 80.00 
Total Revenues from all 1,463.87 1,200.00 263.87 
Sources Except Property 7 
Taxes $25,839.90 $23,312.89 $ 1,709.25 $ 4,236.26 
* Amt. to be raised by 
Property Taxes 25,449.96 


TOTAL REVENUES $51,289.86 


. *Total estimated “Revenues from All Sources except Property 
Taxes” deducted from Total estimated “Expenditures” should give 
estimated “Amount to be raised by Property Taxes.” 


(26) 


PLAINFIELD, NEW HAMPSHIRE 


February 1, 1944 to December 31, 1944 Compared with Actual 
Year February 1, 1943 to January 31, 1944 


Actual Estimated 
Expenditures Expenditures 
Previous Ensuing 
Year 1943 Year 1944 
Patriotic Purposes: 
Memorial Day and Other 
Celebrations 22.75 25.00 
Motor Fees to Clerk 79.25 719.25 
Reqreation: 
Dart. Lake Sunapee Region 40.00 
Public Service Enterprises: 
Damage and Legal 
Expense 153.97 ‘175.00 
Cemeteries 12.00 12.00 
Interest: 
Taxes bought by Town 1,198.71 1,000.00 
On Temporary Loans 192.67 160.00 
Interest on Taxes bought 
by Town 18.70 15.00 
On Long Term Notes 68.50 
On Principal of Trust 
Funds Used by Town 36.00 36.00 
Payment on Principal of Debt: 
Bonds, Temporary Loan 12,000.00 10,000.00 
Long Term Notes 4,600.00 
Payments to Other Gov- 
ernmental Divisions: 
County Taxes 4,021.12 4,021.12 
Payments to Precincts 
Burnap Fund 49.06 75.00 
Payments to School 
Districts 13,701.45 13,000.00 
Poll Tax to State 1,500.00 


Increase Decrease 
2.25 
40.00 
21.038 
198.71 
32.67 
3.70 
68.50 
2,000.00 
4,600.00 
25.94 
701.45 
1,500.00 


TOTAL EXPENDITURE $49,406.91 $43,155.00 $ 2,578.07 $ 8,829.98 
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INVENTORY OF THE TOWN ON APRIL 1, 1943 


Land and Buildings 
Electric Lines 
Horses 140 

Oxen 6 

Cows, 546 

Neat Stock 61 
Sheep 294 


Fur Bearing Animals 55 
Portable Mills 3 

Wood and Lumber 
Pumps and Tanks 
Stock in Trade 

Mills and’ Aqueducts 


Total Valuation 
Amount exempt to soldiers’ and soldiers’ 


widows 
Poll Taxes 


FINANCIAL STATEMENT 


Net Debt on Jan. 31st 1948 
Net Debt on Jan. 31st, 1944 


Decrease of Debt 
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$699,275.00 
23,285.00 
15,285.00 
755.00 
56,520.00 
5,060.00 
2,990.00 
830.00 
7,500.00 
250.00 
1,500.00 
16,735.00 
840.00 
5,050.00 
5,300.00 


$827,635.00 


$11,540.00 
970.00 


$5,736.28 
2,133.03 


$3,603.25 


Liabilities 
Balance due Schoo! District 
Dog Licenses 
Lease ‘Land rent 
Burnap Fund 
Balance in State Treasury S. Is: Ce 
Balance n Town Treasury S.A.C. 
Balance in Town Treasury T.R.A. 
Lucy Chamberlain note 


Total 


Assets 

Cash on hand 

Balance of Joint Highway Account in State 
Treasury S.A.C. 

Hedgehog Bounties due from State 

Lease Land Rent due 

Assets due on Collectors Books: 
Uncollected Tax Levy 1942 
Uncollected Tax Levy 1943 

Unredeemed Previous Years Tax Sales 
Lien Secured by 1944 Tax Sales 


$3,837.44 
274.53 
45.55 
66.38 
3,224.39 
1,074.79 
425.99 
600.00 


$9,549.07 


$1,882.95 
3,224.39 
58.20 
515.06 


6.00 
126.91 


1,602.53 


$7,416.04 


SCHEDULE OF TOWN PROPERTY 


Town Hall, lands and buildings 
Furniture and equipment 
Libraries, lands and buildings 
Furniture and equipment 
Fire Department, equipment 
Highway Department, equipment 
School, land and building 
Equipment 
Elizabeth Harrison Lot 
Hilliard Property 


Total 
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$ 6,000.00 
3,500.00 
8,000.00 
3,000.00 

75.00 
4,000.00 
15,000.00 
1,500.00 
400.00 
550.00 


$42,025.00 


AMOUNT OF TAXES ASSESSED FOR ALL PURPOSES 


Outstanding Notes and Interest 
General Government 

Town Poor 

Highways and Bridges 

Town Road Aid 

Hospitals 

Library Tax 

Memorial Day 

Snow Removal 

County Tax 

Support of Schools 

Overlay 

Civilian Defense 

Health Department 
Dartmouth-Lake Sunapee Region 


$ 5,000.00 
2,200.00 
1,800.00 
4,100.00 

851.98 
200.00 
49.20 
25.00 
2,000.00 
4,021.00 
11,837.44 
1,025.41 
50.00 
100.00 
40.00 


$33,300.03 


Credits: 
Poll Tax 
National Bank Stock Taxes 
Interest and Dividends Tax 
Savings Bank Tax 
Railroad Tax 
Motor Permits 
Sale of Property Acquired by Tax Deeds 


Total Credits 
Actual Property Tax committed to col- 


lector including Bank Stock 
Tax Rate, $3.10. 


(30) 


$ 970.00 


$7,662.38 


$25,709.88 


TOWN CLERK’S REPORT 
For Year Ending January 31, 1944 


Feb. 1, 1943 to March 9, 1948 


Motor Vehicle Permits 


Cash received for permits 1942-43 $ 1.00 
Cash received for permits 1943 221.77 
Paid Town Treasurer $222.77 


Respectfully submitted, 
SUSIE M. JENNEY 
Town Clerk 


March 10, 1943 to January 31, 1944 


Motor Vehicle Permits 


Cash received for permits 1943 $592.63 
Cash received for permits 1944 9.42 
Dog Licenses 
Cash received for licenses 355.00 

Paid Town Treasurer $957.05 


Respectfully submitted, 
HOWARD ZEA 
Town Clerk 
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TREASURER’S REPORT 


Cash on hand Feb. 1, 1943 

Lincoln A. Young & Co, note 

Susie M. Jenney, clerk, motor vehicle per- 
mits 1943: , ’ 

Howard Zea, clerk, motor vehicle permits 

1942 

1943 

1944 
Dog Licenses 
Treasurer, State of New Hampshire: 

Class V Highways 

Bounty on Hedgehogs 

Refund on Fire Wardens School 

Refund on Fire Bills 

Refund on Old Age Assistance 

Railroad Tax 

Savings Bank Tax 

Interest and Dividends Tax 

Road Toll Refund 
Leased Land Rent 
Herbert King, due town on error 1942 
Wayland Porter, treasurer, 

Herbert King for Meriden Water Co. 
Arthur Whitney, check No. 2614 refund 
Sale of Town Property 
Raymond Talbert, acct. 


Susie M. Jenney, refund on old school house 


Ins. 


Shell Oil Co., refund on tractor fuel 
Willard Whitney, 


Rent of Town Hall, Plainfield 
Sale of burial lot 

Burnap Fund, Int. 

Selectmen Revolver permit 


Barnes Rouillard and McPherson Insurance. 
Dividend refund 


Dartmouth-Lake Sunapee region space in 
Town Report 
Paula Swanson, refund 
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$ 2,258.43 


12,000.00 
221.77 


1.00 
592.63 
9.42 


355.00 


1786.20 
13.40 
11.20 

83 

62.52 
29.04 
322.64 
4,388.86 
17.80 


45.55 
258.94 


42.82 
7,00 
740.21 


11.40 
8.00 


10.00 
5.00 
55.00 
50 


8.10 


2.00 
4.25 


Vernon A. Hood, Collector, 
1941 Poll Taxes 
1942 Property Taxes 
1942 Poll Taxes 
1943 Property Taxes 
1943 Interest collected 
1943 Poll Taxes 
1943 National Bank Stock 
1939 Taxes redeemed 
1939 Interest collected 
1940 Taxes Redeemed 
1940 Interest collected 
1941 Taxes redeemed 
1941 Interest collected 
1941 Costs 
1942 Taxes redeemed 
1942 Interest collected 
1942 Costs 


Total Receipts 
Selectmen’s Orders Paid 


Balance in Treasury, Feb. 1, 1944 
Respectfully submitted, 


2.00 
13.95 
64.05 

25,450.84 
19.93 
850.00 
52.12 
36.53 


$51,289.86 


49,406.91 


$ 1,882.95 


SUSIE JORDAN, Treas. 
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TAX COLLECTOR’S REPORT 


Levy of 1943 


DR. 

Taxes Committed to Collector: 
Property Taxes $25,656.88 
Poll Taxes 972.00 
National Bank Stock Taxes 53.00 
Total Warrants $26,681.88 

Added Taxes: 

Property Taxes 55.80 
Poll Taxes 30.00 


Interest Collected 19.93 
Total Debits 


GR: 
Total Remittances to Treasurer $26,372.89 
Discounts Allowed VAS EPA | 
Abatements 62.60 


Uncollected 126.91 
Total Credits 


Levy of 1942 


DR. 
Uncollected as of Feb. 1, 1943 $130.95 
Added 10.00 
Total Debits 
OR. 
Paid Treasurer $78.00 
Abated 56.95 


Uncollected 6.00 
Total Credits 
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$26,787.61 


$26,787.61 


$ 


140.95 


$140.95 


Levy of 1941 


DR. 
Uncollected as of Feb. 1, 1943 $2.00 
Total Debits $ 2.00 
CR. 
Paid Treasurer $2.00 
Total Credits $ 2.00 
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SUMMARY OF TAX SALES ACCOUNTS AS OF JANUARY 31, 1944 














DR. 
Tax Sale on Account of Levy of: 
1943 1942 1941 1940 3219389 
Taxes Sold to Town (a) $1,259.93 $1,413.85 *$ 280.44 *$ 75.65 *$ 36.53 
Int. Coll. after Sale 18.01 Atego 16.93 16.07 
Redemption Costs 4.50 thes 
Total Debits $1,259.93 $1,436.36 $ 328.52 $ 92.58 $ 52.60 
CR. 
Remittances to Treasurer 1,116.03 $ 306.25 $ 92.58 $ 52.60 
Unredeemed Feb. 1, 1944 $1,259.93 $ 320.33 PAPA AT 
Total Credits $1,259.93 $1,436.36 $ 328.52 = $ 92.58 $ 52.60 


(a) Total amount of Taxes, interest and costs to date of sale. 
(*) Unredeemed Taxes as of beginning of fiscal year, February 1, 19438. 


UNREDEEMED TAXES FROM TAX SALES 
ON ACCOUNT OF LEVIES OF: 


1943 1942 
Chester D. Begley S 950238 
Ellen Chapman 13.33 > Olet a 
Harry. Jones 13.55 
Ruth Marcou L422, 
Wm. E. Martin 31.49 6.49 
Henry L. Smythe 892.47 
Charles Strobel 17.69 18.68 
Erwin Williams 12.63 12.69 
Bonnie Dunbar 50.33 50.49 
Katherine Johnson 34.63 50.49 
Eugene Ouilette 34.63 34.73 
Katie Pierce 34.63 Balto 
Ella Cutts 7 34.73 
Warren Becker 9.51 
Total Unredeemed 
Feb. 1 $1,259.93 $320.33 


1941 


$ 13.27 
9.00 


$ 22.27 


Delinquent Personal Property Taxes Levy of 1943: 


EK. D. Coots $11.78 
Robert Fleming 3.10 
Carl Greenwood 2G 
George Kimball 1.86 

Total $18.91 


Respectfully submitted, 


VERNON A. HOOD, 


February 1, 1944. 
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Tax Collector 


SUMMARY OF PAYMENTS 


Town Officers Salaries 

Town Officers Expenses 
Election and Registration 
Town Halls 

Police Department 

Fire Department 

Bounties 

Damage by Dogs 

Health Department 

Vital Statistics 

Hospitals 

Civilian Defense 

Town Maintenance (Summer) 
Town Maintenance (Winter) 
Tractor and Plow 

Victory and Withholding Tax 
Street Lighting 

General Expense Highway Dept. 
Libraries 

Old Age Assistance 

Town Poor 

Motor Fees to Clerk 
Memorial Day 
Dartmouth-Lake Sunapee Region 
Cemeteries 

Damage and Legal Expense 
Taxes bought by the Town 
Interest 

Town Road Aid 

Temporary Loans 

Term Notes 

County Tax 

Burnap Fund 

School District 
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$ 916.138 


495.01 
68.70 
217.12 
17.40 
28.55 
58.20 
80.47 
292.24 
17.00 
122.17 
12.94 
3,960.58 
2,481.86 
704.24 
216.70 
92.99 
1,163.90 
182.60 
689.74 
968.20 
79.25 
22.75 
40.00 
12.00 
153.97 
1,217.41. 
297.17 
425.99 
12.000.00 
4,600.00 
4,021.12 
49.06 
13,701.45 


$49,406.91 


DETAIL PAYMENTS 


Town Officers’ Salaries 


Earle W. Colby, Selectman to March 9, 1943 $ 45.00 
John W. Whitney, Selectman to March 9, 1943 36.00 
Herman D. Rogers, Selectman to March 9, 1943 36.00 


Howard W. Chellis, Services as Auditor 8.00 
Blancha L. Daniels, Services as Auditor 8.00 
Vernon A. Hood, Services as Tax Collector 175.00 
Earle W. Colby, Services as Selectman 182.00 
John W. Whitney, Services as Selectman HoSels 
Herman D. Rogers, Services as Selectman 118.00 
John W. Whitney, Services as Overseer 30.00 
Howard Zea, Services as Clerk 25.00 
Susie Jordan, Services as Treasurer 100.00 
$916.13 
Town Officers’ Expenses 
Cory-Hewitt Press, Town Report $114.85 
Town Officers’ expense prior to March 9, 1942 16.92 
Stephen F. Plummer, Stamps 6.00 
Claremont Eagle 21.78 
Cory-Hewitt Press 14.74 
Brown and Saltmarsh, Collector’s Expense 3.40 
Vernon A. Hood, Collector’s Expense 55.28 
Howard Zea, Clerk’s Expense 27.25 
Susie Jordan, Treasurer’s Expense 6.48 
Earle W. Colby, Selectman’s Expense 74.95 
John W. Whitney, Selectman’s Expense 20.85 
Herman D. Rogers, Selectman’s Expense 10.26 
Herman D. Rogers, Selectman’s Expense, 

Copying Blotter 70.00 
John Read, Locating Boundaries 2.00 
Edson C. Eastman Co. 46.08 
Kimballs, Inc. 4.17 

$495.01 


Election and Registration 


Earle W. Colby $ 4.70 
John W. Whitney 4.00 
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Herman D. Rogers 
Edwin Porter 
Palmer C. Read, Jr. 
Otis W. Jordan 
Converse Chellis 
Susie Jenney 
Blancha Daniels 
Herbert Williams 


4.00 
12.00 
12.00 
14.00 

5.00 

5.00 

4.00 

4.00 


$68.70 


Town Hall Expense 


Central Vt. Public Service Corp. 
Meriden Electric Light & Power Co. 
Susie Jenney, Insurance 

Marcou Lumber Co. 

Arthur Whitney 

A. H. Jones & Son 

Susie Jordan, Insurance 

C. E. King 


$ 18.90 
12.00 
64.20 
32.25 
27.89 
24.38 
32.50 
5.00 


$217.12 


Protection of Persons and Property 
Police Department 
Ellen Chapman, Care of Tramps 


Milton Morse, Constable 
J. F. McNamara, Constable 


$ 8.00 
7.50 
1.90 


$17.40 


Civilian Defense 


Town of Lebanon, Telephone Exchange 


Fire Department 


Palmer C. Read, Warden Expense 
Elbert Barton, D. Warden 
J. F. McNamara 


$12.94 


$22.30 
1.65 
4.60 


$28.55 
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SUPPLEMENT TO FIRE WARDEN REPORT 


The Warden and Deputies want to again thank the 
citizens of Plainfield for the good fire record they main- 
tained in 1943. Due to the increased forest fire hazards 
and diminishing supplies, and available man power, the 
State Forestry Department has restricted the issuance 
of fire permits, by Wardens, only when it rains. 


I trust every Citizen will take the utmost precau- 
tion in regard to smoking and the use of mechanical units. 
Statistics show that more than 98 per cent of all fires in 
New Hampshire are man-caused. 


The Public controls the answer to the 1944 fire 
record. 


PALMER C. REED, 


Warden. 

Deputies: 

Otis W. Jordan. 

Ralph K. Jordan, 

Clarence King. 

Elbert S. Barton. 

Edwin M. Porter. 

Bounties | 
117 Hedgehogs $58.20 
Damage by Dogs 
Howard Zea, Clerk, dog licenses $26.20 
B. David Benson, calf 15.00 
Walter Williams, poultry 11.25 
Edward M. Pierce, dog constable 25.52 
Herman D. Rogers, viewing dog damage 2.50 
$80.47 
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HEALTH DEPARTMENT 


The following number of cases of communicable 
diseases were reported to me during 1943: 
Chicken Pox 14 
Mumps 10 
Scarlet Fever 

All cases of communicable diseases must be report- 
ed, regardless if a doctor is called or not. 


Respectfully submitted, 
J. F. MceNAMARA, 
Health Officer. 


Health Hospitals 


Claremont General Hospital $ 24.50 
State Cancer Comm. (Refunded) 97.67 
$122.17 


Vital Statistics 


Howard Zea $17.00 
Town Dump 
Edward M. Pierce $50.00 
Health Department 

J. F. McNamara, Health Officer S14 7240 
State Cancer Com. (Refunded) 19.59 
C. EK. King 5.00 
H. B. Hazen, M.D. 50.25 
Fred A. Cain (Refunded) 150.00 

$242.24 

ROAD AGENT’S ACCOUNTS 

Herbert P. King, labor $ 1,047.98 
Maurice Donald King, labor 809.51 
Charles Griffin, labor 418.00 
Clayton Bonner, labor 214.25 
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Arnold Chapman, labor 
Daniel Westgate, labor 
Forrest Laurie, labor 
Everett Marcou, labor 
Waldro Cutts, labor 
Norman Huntoon, labor 
George Kibbie, labor 
Arthur LeClair, labor 
Nelson Green, labor 
Albert Barker, labor 
Levi Hendrick, labor 
H. Swanson, labor 


Richard Hendrick, labor 


Charles E. King, tractor 
Harry Carlson, tractor 
John Sullivan, truck 


John F. McNamara, bridge plank and sawing 


Joseph Dube, labor 
Charles Strobel, labor 
John Cowles, labor 
Charles E. King, truck 


A. Hayes Jones & Son, supplies 


Paul Hector, supplies 
EK. E. Beers, labor 
Gordon Laurie, labor 
Donald Crate, labor 
William Marcou, labor 


Stephen Plummer, supplies 


Roland, Stone, labor 
Arthur Sullivan, labor 


Frederick Penniman, labor 


Joseph Crate, labor 
John W. Whitney, labor 


C. T. Morrill, blacksmith work 
Gaufkauf’s Stores, supplies 


Atwood’s Garage, labor 
Gardner’s Garage, labor 
John LaPan, labor 
George Geer, truck 
Clifton Porter, labor 
Edwin Porter, labor 
Alexander Crate, labor 
Foster Palmer, labor 


Edward Bomyea, lumber & labor 


Vernon Hood, labor 


479.76 
65.60 
163.30 
54.80 
36.20 
243.29 
16.40 
138.60 
52.60 
39.40 
10.00 
12.00 
8.40 
214.50 
3.00 
44.67 
70.86 
1.50 
2.50 
8.00 
400.40 
Ose 
.29 
17.50 
146.90 
14.30 
132.80 
1.35 
22.90 
10.00 
4.80 
40.70 
11.60 
8.25 
ee 
7.55 
60.00 
5.00 
277.90 
6.00 
4.20 
3.00 
6.60 
62.25 
3.60 


Sam Coutermarsh, labor 10.00 


Carl Lombard, labor 3.50 
Herbert P. King, truck T3451 
Albert Barker, gravel 15.70 
Mabel Churchill, gravel 6.60 
Elmer Hall, gravel .60 
Frederick Penniman, gravel 53.80 
William Jenney, gravel 46.40 
Charles H. Williams, gravel 9.00 
Stella Hussey, gravel 12.40 
William F. Jenney, labor 4.20 
Town of Lebanon 55.00 
Total , $6,442.44 
Victory Tax $ 49.50 
Witholding Tax 167.20 
$6,659.14 


EQUIPMENT AND MAINTENANCE OF TRACTOR 


Miller Auto Co., supplies and repairs $515.13 
Shell Oil Co., fuel oil 91.20 
Hathorn’s Auto Service 75.40 
Eastman Oil Co., fuel oil 22.51 

$704.24 


STREET LIGHTING 


Central Vt. Public Service Corp. $22.54 
Meriden Electric Light & Power Co. 70.45 
$92.99 


GENERAL EXPENSE HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT 


Miller Auto Co., repairs $ 1.50 
Joseph Dube, labor 13.60 
Gardner’s Garage, repairs 90.22 
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Vermont Concrete Pipe Corp. 
P. I. Perkins Co., supplies 


Conant Machine & Steel Co., conveyor repairs 
Blancha Daniels, logs for bridge planks 


International Salt Co., salt 
Hathorn’s Auto Service, repairs 
Flanders & Patch, repairs 
Harry Johnson, bridge plank 
Edward C. Daniels, logs 

Davis & Symonds, bridge plank 
Harold Wilder, labor 

R. C. Haezlton Co., truck plow 
Stephen Plummer, supplies 
Otis W. Jordan, pass over land 


Total 


LIBRARIES 


Library Tax 

Edith Whitney, librarian 
Sara C. Whitaker, librarian 
Susie Jenney Insurance 


Meriden Electric Light & Power Co. 


J. F. McNamara Insurance 
Edith Whitney, janitor 


TOWN POOR 


Old Age Assistance 
Don Fellows 

Emma Jenks 
Helen Cuddy 

Ear! Slack 

Minnie Ainsworth 
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63.50 
10.69 
46.85 
33.20 
71.50 
25.70 
6.35 
127.16 
76.76 
62.66 
20.00 
450.00 
59.21 
5.00 


$11,163.90 


$ 49.20 
40.00 
40.00 
15.40 
12.00 
20.00 

6.00 


$182.60 


$ 689.74 
65.72 
104.00 
396.60 
326.88 
75.00 


$1,657.94 


DARTMOUTH LAKE SUNAPEE REGION 


Paid 
MOTOR FEES TO CLERK 


Paid Howard Zea 
MEMORIAL DAY 
Appropriation $25.00 
Windsor News Co., for flags 
CEMETERIES 


Frederick Penniman, mowing Penniman 
Cemetery 
John W. Whitney, mowing Gilkey Cemetery 


TEMPORARY LOANS 


Lincoln R. Young & Co. 
LONG TERM NOTES 


Lincoln R. Young & Co. 
COUNTY TAX 


Paid County Treasurer 


BURNAP FUND 


Expended for Worthy Poor — 
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$40.00 


$79.25 


$22.75 


> 2.00 
10.00 


$12.00 


$12,000.00 


$4,600.00 


$4,021.12 


$49.06 


SCHOOL DISTRICT 


Howard Zea, treasurer $13,701.45 
ELIJAH BURNAP FUND 


New Hampshire Savings Bank Rate 2% 


Amount of Principal $2,750.80 
Balance of Income on hand at beginning 

of year ‘ 60.44 
Income during year 55.00 
Expended during year 49.06 
Balance of Income on hand at end of year 66.38 


Respectfully submitted, 


KARLE W. COLBY, 

JOHN W. WHITNEY, 

HERMAN D. ROGERS, 
Selectmen. 


DAMAGE AND LEGAL EXPENSE 


Clinton K. Barton, examining $ 20.25 


Susie Jenney, officers’ bonds 78.00 
Vernon A. Hood, cost of tax sale 42.52 
H. 8. Richardson, Health Officer expense 5.00 
John F. Cronin, making Deed 4.10 
Earle W. Colby, Lawyer’s fees 4.10 

$153.97 

TAXES BOUGHT BY TOWN 
Taxes bought by Town of 1943 tax sale $1,198.71 
INTEREST 

Lincoln R. Young Co., temporary note $192.67 
Lincoln R. Young Co., long term note 68.50 
Chamberlain note 36.00 
Interest on taxes bought by town 18.70 

$315.87 


TOWN ROAD AID 


Paid State Treasurer $425.99 
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THE DARTMOUTH-LAKE SUNAPEE REGION 


The Legislature of 1937 authorized the establish- 
ment of six Regions, each comprising a group of towns 
suggested by the State Planning & Development Commis- 
sion. The Dartmouth-Lake Sunapee Region Comprises 
this town and 37 others in this section of the state. The 
Region is incorporated as a non-profit corporation and its 
affairs are supervised by a group of officers chosen ann- 
ually. The Region employs a full time secretary who is 
paid by the state (not by the towns). Thus your Region 
is a set-up established by law and the matter of whether 
or not it has sufficient financial support to render real 
service to your community rests with the voters of the 
towns. During its existence the Dartmouth-Lake Sunapee 
Region can point to the following accomplishments. 
Through the publicity it has issued it has brought visitors 
to every town, some have established summer homes and 
others have become permanent residents. It has been in- 
strumental in bringing industries to several towns. It has 
inaugurated plans that have saved historic landmarks. It 
has sponsored paying summer attractions. It has been ac- 
tive in bringing about a survey of our mineral resources 
that has resulted in revenue to many towns and has con- 
ducted studies of new agricultural products. 

By an appropriation not exceeding 1/100 of 1% of 
the assessed valuation the Region now asks the support of 
your town in continuing the program that has brought 
about the aforementioned results and to institute the 
following three projects which if carried through must 
result in added income to each of the 38 towns of the 
Region. (1) A research of the possibilities of establish- 
ing industries that will use as raw materials, minerals 
within our area and make a study of the feasibility of 
the production, processing and sale of several agricul- 
tural products that in the past have received but little at- 
tention. (2) To cooperate with each of the towns in pre- 
paring descriptive pamphlets showing the attractions, 
natural advantages and resources of the community with 
the idea of eventually incorporating such material into a 
book descriptive of the whole Region. (3) To establish a 
system of Recreation Trails following back highways and 
little used roads leading to scenic areas and desireable lo- 
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cations in each of the 38 towns in the Region. As it is not 
deemed proper to devote more space in your Town Re- 
port to this subject, details have been omitted, however, 
letters of inquiry regarding any matter here mentioned 
will be welcome and given careful reply. Address, Dart- 


mouth-Lake Sunapee Region, New London 


edn Bak 


Towns in the Dartmouth-Lake Sunapee Region 


Andover Groton 
Acworth Goshen 
Bradford Hanover 

. Canaan Hillsboro 
Claremont Lebanon 
Charlestown Langdon 
Croydon Lyme 
Cornish Lempster 
Danbury Newbury 
Dorchester Newport 
Enfield New London 
Grafton Orange 
Grantham Orford 


CLARA FREEMAN FUND 


Dartmouth Savings Bank 
Blancha L. Daniels, Trustee 


Amount of principal 

Rate of interest 

Balance of income at beginning of year 
Interest for the year 

Expended during year 

Balance of income on hand at end of year 
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Plainfield 
Salisbury 
Springfield 
Sutton 
Sunapee 
Unity 
Warner 

W ashington 
Windsor 
Webster 


‘Wilmot 


Wentworth 


$159.25 
21% % 
109.31 
6.73 
5.00 
111.04 
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REPORT OF MERIDEN LIBRARY 


Receipts 
Cash on hand January 30, 1943 $ 2.54 
Received from Selectmen 24.60 
Mary True Fund 5.00 
Marion Eastman Fund 4.00 
Abbie Spaulding Fund 1.28 
$37.42 
Fines for books 4.38 
$41.80 
Disbursements 

Paid for books . $35.58 

Incidentals 1.24 
—— 36.82 
Cash on hand January 30, 1944 $ 4.98 


Respectfully submitted, 


Ethel P. Duncklee, 
Henrietta S. Davis, 
Edith M. Whitney. 
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PHILIP READ MEMORIAL LIBRARY 


Receipts 

Balance on hand January 31, 1943 $120.40 
Received from Selectmen 24.60 
Edmond Read Fund 75.00 
Interest on Fund 1.39 
Mary True Fund 5.00 
Abbie Spaulding Fund 1.28 
Fines for Books .50 

$228.17 

Disbursements 

Paid for electric lights $ 12.00 
Wood 16.00 
Janitor 18.50 
Books 34.77 
Labor on lawn 3.00 

$ 84.27 
Balance on hand January 31, 1944 $143.90 
Books given by Mrs. Burrows 1 
Books given by Mrs. Croly 8 
Books given by Miss Mabel Jordan 14 


Subscription to LIFE Magazine by Mrs. J. W. Ames 


Respectfully submitted, 


Sara C. Whitaker, 
Lucy F. Bishop, 
Harriet M. Jenney, 


Trustees. 


AUDITORS’ REPORT 


This is to certify that we have examined the accounts 
of the Selectmen, Treasurer, and other officers of the 
Town of Plainfield for the year ended January 31, 1948, 
and find the same correctly cast and properly vouched. 


Howard W. Chellis, 
Edward C. Daniels, 
Auditors. 
Plainfield, N. H. 
February 10, 1944 
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June 


June 


June 


July 


Aug. 


VITAL STATISTICS 


Marriages 


Registered in the Town of Plainfield, N. H., 


for the Year Ending December 31, 1943 


Date, Where Married, Name of Parties, and 


19 


26 


21 


26 


He Be: 


By Whom Married 
Plainfield, N. H., Charles Chester and Ellen 
P. Hadley. By Palmer C. Read, Justice of 
Peace. 


Plainfield, N. H., Theron Paul Amidon and 
Hazel Emily Gibson. By Robbins E. Ralph, 
Clergyman. 


Plainfield, N. H., Herbert Alfred Motschman 
and Ruth Lois Smith. By Harold L. Hanson, 
Clergyman. 


Hartford, Vt., Donald Frank Stearns and 
Harriet W. Davis. By Kenneth E. Wade, 


Clergyman. 


Meriden, N. H., Wallace Henry Williams and 
Ruth Alden Porter. By Herman A. Childs, 
Clergyman. 


Meriden, N. H., Donald Otis Cutts and Guen- 


dolena Edna Daneau. By Marshall Eck, 
Clergyman. 


Plainfield, N. H., Charles Newell Colburn and 
Pauline Virginia Baptista. By George C. Jen- 
kins, Clergyman. 


Plainfield, N. H., Cary Wilson Jackson and 
Charolet Pumpelly Smyth. By Thomas J. 
Lidd y, Priest. 
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Jan. 


Feb. 


Dec. 


Births 


Registered in the Town of Plainfield, N. H., 


for the Year Ending December 31, 1943 


Date, Name of Child, Name of Father, and 


We 


14 


ee 


meu 


6 


26 


26 


i; 


15 


es. 


. 30 


23 


Maiden Name of Mother 


Jerald Grant Coburn; Earl Grant Coburn and 
Helen Adeline Lamson. 


Dorothy Jane Strobel; Charles Herman Stro- 
bel and Martha Lillian Merrihew. 


George Glover Collins, Jr.; George Glover 
Collins and Ruth DeLand Stone. 

Cynthia Kathleen Read; Albert Kinney Read 
and Kathleen Florence Philbrick. 

Anita Diane Smith; James Ralph Smith, Jr. 
and Ada Harriett Read. 

Mary Eliazbeth Ryea; Westley Gordon Ryea 
and Thelma Theresa Smith. 

Amelia Mildred Ryea; Westley Gordon Ryea 
and Thelma Theresa Smith. 


Margaret Waring Rawson; Frederick Bicknell 
Rawson and Margaret Cherrill Coley. 


Kathryn Blake Carlson; Harry Emanual Carl- 
son and Kathryn Ash. 

Hope Elizabeth Fadden; Eugene Elbridge 
Fadden and Evelyn Josephine Forster. 
Patricia Ann Sullivan; John Earl Sullivan and 
Bertha Grace Sweeney. 

Boy Blanchard; Roy Elsworth Blanchard and 
Adalite Emma Chesley. 

Betty Marie Becker; Warren Raymond Becker 
and Jessie Eloise Shambo. 

Natalie Louise Rich; Frank David Rich and 
Eunice Mae Parker. 

Didace Gerald LaCroix, Jr.; Didace Gerald 
LaCroix and Lorette Henrianna Dube. 


Leslie Nathan Perry; Nathan L. Perry and 
Marjorie Picknell. 


Jan. 1, 1869 Frances House Catlin; Benjamin Rush 


Catlin and Mary Elizabeth Morill. 
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Feb. 
Feb. 


Mar. 


May 
May 


Sept. 


Oct. 
Dec. 
Dec. 


Deaths 


Registered in the Town of Plainfield, N. H., 
for the Year Ending December 31, 1943 


Yrs. Mo. Days 


15 William Henry Jenney 56 9 
15 Alice Bell Harrington sGl 6 
24 Olive Maud Cobb 56 | 

2 Eudora F. Childs 72 7 
138 Charles Edwin Fowler el 8 
14 Daniel Cole Westgate 86 3 
16 Minnie Emeline Ainsworth 73 3 

5 Amy Loretta French . 68 1 
26 Emma I. Jenks 63 5 
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14 
24 


ANNUAL REPORT OF THE SCHOOL DISTRICT 
OF PLAINFIELD 


Officers of the District 


Moderator 
JOHN F. McNAMARA 


Clerk 
JOHN W. WHITNEY 


Treasurer 


HOWARD ZEA 


School Board 
ETHEL P. DUNCKLEE, Chairman 
(Term expires March 1944) 


HARRIET A. WILLIAMS 
(Term expires March 1945) 


BLANCHA L. DANIELS 
(Term expires March 1946) 


Superintendent of Schools 


WILLIAM J. ENGLISH 


School Nurse 


MRS. ROBERT HASHAM 


Auditor 
HOWARD W. CHELLIS 


Truant Officer 
JOHN F. McNAMARA 
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PLAINFIELD SCHOOL DISTRICT 
WARRANT 


THE STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE 


To the inhabitants of the School District of the Town 
of Plainfield, in the county of Sullivan, in said State 
qualified to vote in District Affairs: 


You are hereby notified to meet at the Town Hall in 
Meriden in said District on Tuesday, the 14th day of 
March, 1944 at 10:30 o’clock in the morning to act upon 
the following subjects: 


Article 1. To choose a Moderator for the ensuing 
year. 


Article 2. To choose a Clerk for the ensuing year. 


Article 3. To choose a member of the School Board 
for the ensuing three years. 


Article 4. To choose a Treasurer for the ensuing 
year. 


Article 5. To choose Auditors or other agents for 
the ensuing year. 


Article 6. To hear the reports of agents, auditors, 
committees, and other officers heretofore chosen, and to 
pass any vote relating thereto. 


Article 7. To see if the District will vote to make an 
alteration in the amount of money required to be assessed 
for the ensuing year for the support of public schools, 
and the payment of the statutory obligations of the Dis- 
trict as determined by the School Board in its Annual Re- 
port. 
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Article 8. To transact any other business that may 
legally come before this meeting. 


Given under our hands and seal this 19th day of 
February, nineteen hundred and forty-four. 


Ethel P. Duncklee, 
Harriet A. Williams, 
Blancha L. Daniels. 


A true Copy of Warrant Attest: 


Ethel P. Duncklee, 
Harriet A. Williams, 
Blancha L. Daniels. 
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FINANCIAL REPORT 
PLAINFIELD SCHOOL DISTRICT 


(Year ending June 30, 1943) 


Current Revenue 


State Aid $ 5,359.35 
Selectmen (1942 assessment) 11,849.00 
Dog Tax 157.90 
Tuition 80.00 
Income from Land Rent 43.55 
Balance on hand July 1, 1942 TSSsLe 

Total receipts $18,222.97 

Current Expenses 

Salaries of District Officers So an geeue 
Superintendent’s Excess Salary 400.00 
Expense of Administration 113.24 
Teachers’ Salaries 6,775.00 
Textbooks 177.23 
Scholars’ Supplies 144.65 
Flags and Appurtenances 8.23 
Other Expense of Instruction 11.14 
Janitor Service 458.78 
Fuel 523.38 
Water, lights, janitor supplies 249.22 
Minor repairs 375.78 
Medical Inspection 307.20 
Transportation of pupils 2,841.50 
High School and Academy Tuition 3,215.00 
Tax for state wide supervision 386.00 
Insurance 81.00 
Payment of debt 522.00 
Payment of interest on debt 31.32 
New equipment 269.66 
Other items 11:23 

Total expenditures $17,124.56 
Balance on hand at end of year 1,098.41 

Grand Total $18,222.97 
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TREASURER’S REPORT 
Fiscal Year Ending June 30, 1943 


Cash on hand June 30, 1942 ® (33.17 
Received from Selectmen 11,849.00 
Dog Tax 157.90 
Tuition (Enfield School) 80.00 
Land Rent 43.55 
State Treasurer (State Aid) 5,359.35 

Total Receipts | $18,222.97 
Less School Board Orders Paid 17,124.56 

Cash on hand June 30, 1943 > 1,098.41 


AUDITOR’S REPORT 


This is to certify that I have examined the books and 
other financial records of the School Board of Plainfield, 
of which this is a true summary for the fiscal year ending 
June 30, 1943, and find them correctly cast and properly 
vouched. 

Howard W. Chellis, 
Auditor. 
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SCHOOL BOARD’S BUDGET FOR 1944-1945 


Detailed Statement of Estimated Expenditures 


(Note) Amount of $5.00 tax is necessary to 


obtain State Aid $5,739.11 


Support of Schools: 


Teachers’ Salaries $ 7,700.00 
Textbooks 150.00 
Supplies 175.00 
Flags & Appurtenances 5.00 
Other Expense of Instruction 10.00 
Janitor Service 544.00 
Water, lights and janitor 

supplies 200.00 
Fuel 600.00 
Minor repairs and expenses 200.00 
Health Supervision 307.00 
Transportation of pupils 3,000.00 

$12,891.00 
Other Statutory Requirements: 

Salaries of District Officers Sree os00 
Truant officer and census 12.00 
Payment of tuition to high 

schools and academies 2,500.00 
Superintendent’s excess salary 

by Supt. Union 400.00 
Per capita tax 396.00 
Expense of administration 100.00 

> 2,601.00 


Total amount to meet School Board’s budget *$16,522.00 
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Estimated Income of District 
Balance on hand June 30, 1944 (estimated) $1,500.00 


State Aid . 5,000.00 
Dog Tax (estimated) 75.00 
Income from land rent (estimated) 50.00 
Total estimated income 6,625.00 

Assessment required to balance School 

Board’s Budget $9,897.00 
Assessment required for 

19438-1944 $11,837.44 
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PLAINFIELD TUITION PUPILS 


1943 - 1944 
Windsor, Vt. High School 
Gr. 
Robert Gray eZ John Meyette 


Joseph Meyette 12 Frederick Fleming 
Sylvia Jordan ve John Gibson 
Jean Read 11 Joseph Gibson 
David Stone 11 William Stuart 
Harold Wilder ie! Louise Wilder 

Lebanon High School 

Gr. 

Elaine Blair 9 Helen Goodwin 
Leo Blair 10 Ethel Howard 
Richard Blair dy’ Clarence Pickens 
Sheila Boyd TL Richard Pickens 
John DePalma 12 Benjamin Porter 
Helen Dion 9 Barbara Pringle 
Ruth Dion 1 Robert Tremblay 


Robert Thibault 


West Lebanon High School 
Stephen Kimball iy Flora King 
Attending Kimball Union Academy 


Harry Berwick, Jr. 
Frank J. Chapman 
Lena C. Chapman 
Arthur F. Creighton 
Otis W. Jordan, Jr. 
Earle M. Kenyon 
John H. McNamara 
Dolphus Guillotte 


Charles H. Moulton 
Stephen F. Plummer 
Philip W. Porter 
Francis H. Smith 
Henry L. Smyth 
Arthur J. Sullivan 
John C. Whitney 
Madeline M. Smith 


LIST OF GRADUATES 


Eighth Grade 
JUNE 1943 


Plainfield Plain School 


Herbert Coutermarsh 
Hazel Fleming 
Frederick Fleming 
Joseph Gibson 

John Gibson 


Dolphus Guillotte, Jr. 


Earle Kenyon 
William Stuart 
Bert Tyler 

Otis W. Jordan, Jr. 
Mary Woodward 
Louise Wilder 
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Meriden School East Plainfield 


Madeline Smith Elaine Blair 
Esther Webb Helen Dion 
Francis Smith Barbara Pringle 
Arthur Sullivan Clarence Pickens 


Frank Chapman 
Brook School 
Arthur Torrey Benjamin Porter 


PRIZES AND AWARDS 


The prizes awarded the eighth grade pupils by the 
Honorable H. E. Ward for patriotic subjects are as fol- 
lows: ; 

Eastern Section Western Section 


1st Prize Barbara Pringle Louise Wilder 
2nd Prize Benjamin Porter Otis W. Jordan, Jr. 
Sra Prize Arthur Torrey John Gibson 
ENROLLMENT 
January 1, 1944 

No. Pupils 

in Grades LaZr 5 Ge 478... otal 
Meriden Primary 

Hazel Dodge Tile ee Ga Ga Or Ora Oo ae 
Meriden Grammar 

Anne Shinkevich Ov OMS Ome OM Gare fiers a2 2 17 
Plainfield Primary 

Ruth Northrop Gr O a awe 0) co Ou Or. O 28 
Plainfield Grammar 

Pauline Murtha O OME ORR OTS 4ecl 1 vie 74 26 
Kast Plainfield 

Ollie Tucker LRAlao hoe 2h oes 19 
Brook School 

Ethel Millen Lee erly Oise Lae Oe? 8 
Methodist Hill 

Josephine Crane 2 SOMME epee OL Ogi 2 13 
Totals PAL PAS MET WW 6 2 oa Ray WA a Bs 
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SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT 


To the School Board and Citizens of Plainfield: 


It is a pleasure to submit herewith the twenty-fifth 
report, in a series of such accounts since state wide super- 
vision came. This is an attempt to give a record of activi- 
ties of the schools, the School Board, the Superintendent 
and other officers during the past twelve months. There 
is a list also of those who are attending high school, as 
well as those who were graduated last June from our 
own elementary schools. 


Teachers 


Three teacher changes are noted in the teaching 
personnel. To fill the vacancy at East Plainfield, Mrs. Ollie 
Tucker, a teacher of experience and maturity has been 
secured. 


In the Meriden and Plainfield Grammar Schools we 
have two young women who have taken the accelerated 
course at the Keene Teachers College. These will finish 
their course during the present summer. Since the work 
at the teachers college consists of four years, these young 
women with three and three-quarters years training, are 
more mature and probably better trained than teachers 
we secured ten yars ago with a two year teacher training 
course. Both are doing good work. Our former teachers, 
Mrs. Dodge, Mrs. Millen, Mrs. Northrop and Mrs. Crane 
are continuing the good work that these have done in our 
schools heretofore. 


SchoolsBuildinee 


Some very minor repairs were made on our schools 
last year due to the shortage of help, etc. At the Plain- 
field school the well was fortified by the installation of a 
cement wall coming up above the ground to prevent sur- 
face water and sand seeping in. This building needs re- 
pair on entrance steps. 

I would recommend that the Meriden School be 
painted both interior and exterior this summer. This 
should also be done at East Plainfield and if the Metho- 
dist Hill school is to continue some attention should be 
given to that building. All these recommendations are 
made with the awareness that help to do the work is very 
limited, if available at all. . 


(66) 


Prizes and Awards 


The prizes awarded the eighth grade pupils by the 
-Honorable H. E. Ward for patriotic subjects are listed on 
another page of this report. 


Health Work 
The report of the school nurse follows: 


REPORT OF SCHOOL NURSE 
1943 - 1944 
Plainfield Schools 


The results of the school dental clinic held April 5, 
6, & 7, 1943 may be stated briefly as better health, better 
attendance, better school work, an aroused interest by 
the child and the parent in the value of preventive and 
corrective dentistry. Sixty-five pupils were treated by Dr. 
William Stuart of Claremont. The clinic was made possi- 
ble by the co-operation of the parents and funds from the 
Red Cross. 

In May two children were taken to the tuberculosis 
clinic at Claremont for X-ray and Patch test. All proved 
negative. 

A Western Electric Audiometer loaned by the State 
Board of Education was used to check pupil’s hearing, 
scientifically. 

Below is a summary of the defects found at the time 
of health inspection this year. 


Defects Found Corrected Treated 
Defective hearing 
Defective vision 
Faulty nutrition 
Enlarged tonsils 


6 
4 
if 4 
6 

Defective speech 4 
3 
Me 
1 


4 improved 
Pediculosis 
Skin condition 
Poor general health— 
removed from school 1 
Poor posture + 9 
In November and again in December there were 


severe epidemics of cold and grippe. Parents would do 
well to be more co-operative in the attempt to check or 


DO Go ow ee 
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control the spread of communicable diseases spare the 
children at home and in school. 


Respectfully submitted, 
Zephyrine L. Hasham, R.N. / 


Budget and State Aid 


The budget for this year, for the support of schools, 
is approximately $2,000 lower than that of a year ago. 
This is due to the fact that we had over a $1,000 balance 
at the close of the fiscal year, June 30, 19438. There will 
be approximately another $1,000 originally raised for 
high school tuition, that will not be paid out on account 
of the fact that Kimball Union Academy has changed 
from a semi-public to a private school. Pupils are accept- 
ed from the Plainfield Schools tuition free. These two 
items are the cause for our reduction in the School 
Board’s estimated requirements. 


Conclusion 


I am grateful to the teachers and pupils of the Plain- 
field schools who have helped in the matter of rationing, 
the gathering of scrap and waste paper and the sale of 
stamps and bonds. 


We are not doing as much as we should with the 
noon lunch for schools. 


I wish also to express appreciation to the members 
of the School Board for their helpfulness and counsel. 


Respectfully submitted, 
WILLIAM J. ENGLISH, 
Superintendent of Schools. 
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HOME FOOD PRODUCTION _ 


Patriotism, prudence, and protection of health com- 
bine to urge that in 1944 every family produce and pre- 
serve for home consumption as much of the family’s 
yearly food supply as possible. Home food production | 
will assure our own food supply, will release more foods 


for the armed forces and lend-lease, will help meet the 


national goals, and will relieve transportation, labor and _ 


equipment shortages. 


To help families with their plans for food production 3 


and preservation at home, the University of New Hamp- 
shire Extension Service lists the following free bulletins 
for your use: 


Hotbeds and Cold Frames Ext) Cite, 24480 
The Home Vegetable Garden Ext. Circ. 170 
Vegetable Storage Ext. Circ. 140 
Tomatoes for Good Health . Ext. Cire. 220 
Control of Insects and Diseases in the 
Home Garden | Ext. Circ. 253 
Strawberry Culture Ext. Circ. 211 
Red Raspberry Culture Ext. Circ. 103 
Blackberries for New Hampshire Ext. Circ. 104 
Grape Growing in New Hampshire Ext. Circ. 173 
Improved Blueberries: Ext. Cire. 215 
The Home Poultry Flock Ext. Circ. 250 
Home Canning Guide . Ext. Bull. 57 
Appetizing Pickles and Relishes - Ext. Circ. 130 
Canning of Fruits and Vegetables Ext. Circ. 187 
Canning of Meats - Ext. Cire. 175 


List the titles of the bulletins which yeu would like 
on a penny post card and mail it to: Extension Service, 
Room 211, Thompson Hall, University of New Hamp- 
shire, Durham, New Hampshire. 
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